What is the Assisted
Voluntary Return and
Reintegration programme
(AVRR) ?
The Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration
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The AVRR programme is based on seven key principles:

support, including reintegration assistance,

Voluntariness

Migrant-centered response
Safety

Sustainability of reintegration

Confidentiality
Dialogue and partnerships
Evidence-based programming

Who are the AVRR implementation partners in Morocco?
As Morocco is a country of origin, transit and destination, IOM Morocco implements the Assisted Voluntary Return and
Reintegration Programme (AVRR) in close collaboration with the Moroccan Government, particularly the Ministry of Interior
and the diplomatic representations of countries of origin or reception of assisted migrants. This programme supports the
Moroccan Government’s migration management strategies. Accordingly, IOM supports the implementation of efficient migration
policies in Morocco by, for example, participating in the steering committees and sub-committees of the National Immigration
and Asylum Strategy (SNIA), which includes the «return migration» component among the cross-cutting programs.
IOM has also developed an extensive network of partnerships with international organizations active in Morocco,
NGOs and specialists in legal, medical or research fields. This network of partners continues to grow thanks to the presence
of migrant orientation points and IOM consultants in various cities in Morocco (Casablanca, Oujda, Khouribga, El Kelaa
des Sraghnaa, etc.).

What are the steps of the AVRR programme from Morocco?
The AVRR programme in Morocco offers the alternative of a dignified and safe return to migrants in a vulnerable situation in Morocco
and supports them towards a sustainable reintegration in their countries of origin.
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- Reception and assistance

Reintegration is implemented in collaboration with IOM offices in the countries of origin and their respective partners.

What are the steps of the AVRR programme to Morocco?
The reintegration of returning Moroccans is considered sustainable when returning Moroccans reach levels of economic selfsufficiency, social stability in their returning community, and psychosocial well-being to cope with the levers of (re) migration.
Returning migrants who have achieved sustainable reintegration are able to make migration decisions by choice rather than
necessity.
Les cinq étapes de la procédure de réintégration des marocains de retour
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Reintegration support is done through IOM and its partners including reintegration counselors currently based in Casablanca, El Kelaa
des Sraghna and Khouribga. Their job is to identify the opportunities as well as the actors providing support related to reintegration in
their region and ensuring the referral of Moroccans returnees to the most appropriate structures or programmes to assist them in their
reintegration projects.

AVVR from Morocco in numbers
Nearly 13,800 migrants in Morocco have benefited from voluntary return since 2005 for returns to 40 countries on all
continents.
In 2020, 796 migrants (604 men, 192 woman) requested assisted voluntary return. Among them; 8 were identified as
potential victims of traficking.
The main return countries (in order of importance) are Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, and Senegal.
Number of migrant returnees from 2016 to 2020

2016

1500 returnees including 241 women

2017

1733 returnees including 403 women

2018

1508 returnees including 350 women

2019

1370 returnees including 336 women

2020

796 returnees including 192 women

* The number of assisted returnees depends on the availability of funds, not the number of requests.

AVRR to Morocco in numbers
More than 1,829 returning Moroccans received support in their reintegration process.
In 2020, 148 Moroccans have been assisted in their reintegration (137 men, 10 women, and 1 girl). Among them, 2
have been identified as potential victims of trafficking and 2 have been assisted for their special medical needs.
The main host countries of these beneficiaries (in order of importance) were Bosnia and Herzegovina, Greece, and Germany.
The beneficiaries mainly settled in the regions of Casablanca-Settat, Marrakech Safi and Beni-Mellal-Khenifra.
Number of Moroccan returnees from 2016 to 2020

2016

490 returnees including 33 women

2017

172 returnees including 25 women

2018

130 returnees including 22 women

2019

133 returnees including 42 women

2020

148 returnees including 10 women

Synergies of the AVRR Programme
The Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration programme for stranded migrants in Morocco is supported by several
donors.
Several other initiatives strengthen the AVRR programme. These include, among others:
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The assisted voluntary return and reintegration (AVRR) programme is implemented with the support
of the Moroccan Government and several donors:

Project funded by the European union
Project implemented by the IOM

International Organization for Migration - The United Nations Migration Agency
N°11 rue Aït Ourir, « Pinède », Souissi, Rabat - Maroc - Phone : +212 (0)5 37 65 28 81 / Fax : +212 (0)5 37 75 85 40
Email : iommoroccoavrr@iom.int- https://morocco.iom.int

